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JEF MovEurope PPYO Debate 

The Young European Federalists (JEF) 
created a 2014 European Election campaign 
project called MovEurope. In this project, 
they asked for opinions from European 
Youth Political Parties (PPYOs) about a large 
range of topics. EFAy participated in the 
project. At the closure of the project, a 
debate session was held with the presidents 
of the participating PPYOs, and a discussion 
session with young MEPs. 
 
Roccu Garoby represented EFAy as its president. He argued for the idea of a Europe of Peoples 
working for the youth of Europe, and to push for more young people on European lists. The idea 
of youth quotas was raised and debated. In any case, youth must be on the agenda for 
European politics in the 2014-2019 term. 
 

Scottish Independence Referendum 

On 18 September 2014 the historic Scottish 
Independence Referendum was held with an 
astonishing turnout of around 85%. The Scottish 
people took the opportunity to decide on their future 
in a vote on self-determination. The end result was 
55% voting no, with 45% voting in favour of an 
independent Scottish nation. Nevertheless, the 
Scottish Independence Referendum made it very clear 
that the Scottish want more autonomy and deals with 
the UK government for further devolution have been 
struck. 

 
EFAy president Roccu Garoby was on the spot to support the referendum, together with EFA 
and EFAy parties from across Europe. The atmosphere was very pleasant and exhilarating, and 
the entire process set an example for other European states to handle nations and peoples 
wanting to exercise their right to self-determination. 
 



Job opportunity at EFAy 

EFAy is looking to hire a Coordinator 
from April 2015 on. The Coordinator is 
the sole employee of EFAy and plays a 
pivotal role in the organisation. He or 
she is responsible for the general 
functioning of EFAy and the organisation of events. EFAy works with an annual work plan, set by 
the General Assembly, the implementation of which being the main task of the Coordinator. The 
Coordinator is hired and supported by the Bureau, the body responsible for the operation of the 
organisation. Working for EFAy as Coordinator is a great chance to get acquainted with 
European politics and the EU environment. 
 
The initial contract will be for a 6-month period, with the possibility of extending this period. 
Gross salary will be around € 1900 per month. Please find all relevant information, such as 
qualifications and application details, in the call for applications. Deadline for applications is 
noon CET on Monday 17 November! 
 

Plaid Cymru National Conference 

Plaid Cymru Youth members were present at the mother party’s National Annual Conference on 
the 24th and the 25th of October. The Conference was held in the small town of Llangollen, a 
town well known for its annual international festival, the Llangollen Eisteddfod. Plaid Cymru 
Youth had organised cheap accommodation for its members in order to attend the conference, 
which is the most important organ of decision in the party and is open to all members on a one 
member, one vote basis. Important motions were discussed, with one submitted by Plaid Cymru 
Youth on the principle of Votes at 16, which passed almost unanimously.  The Party of Wales is 
committed to ensuring the engagement of young people in politics, and as the high 
participation of 16 and 17 year old in the Scottish referendum showed, it is important to give 
young people the opportunity to shape the destiny of their own society.   
 

Plaid Cymru Youth then held a separate meeting open 
to all young members in Llangollen Community Hall. 
The 2015 Westminster candidate in the target 
constituency of Ceredigion, Mike Parker, joined 
members to explain his vision of a sustainable, socially 
just and free Wales, speaking specifically about the 
sustainability of rural communities such as in his 
constituency of Ceredigion in the west. After a lively 
discussion with Mike, Emyr Gruffydd, EFAy bureau 
member, briefly updated members on the situation in 

Catalonia, and a show of solidarity was made at the end of the meeting with JERC, EFAy member 
and PCY’s sister party, as well as all those organisations fighting for the independence of 
Catalonia. 

http://europeanfreeallianceyouth.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/efay-coordinator-2015.pdf


Self-Determination in Catalonia 

The process for self-determination in 
Catalonia has been and continues to be very 
problematic. The Catalan government’s 
attempts to organise a referendum have been 
thwarted by the Spanish state over and over. 
The decree on which the process was based 
was scrapped by the Spanish Constitutional 
Court in a hurry, and any subsequent attempts 
to organise a referendum or consultation 
were banned outright. Nevertheless, the massive grassroots independence movement in 
Catalonia could not be stopped and volunteers organised the consultation on 9 November. 
More than 2 million votes were cast, with over 80% of voters choosing for independence. 
 
The will of the people and their basic right to self-determination cannot be ignored by the 
Spanish state. The example of the Scottish referendum must be followed. EFAy appeals the 
European and international community to intercede for the Catalan people who freely and 
democratically want to express their opinion about their own future. We condemn the biased 
and non-democratic use of the Spanish court system by the central government, which wants to 
transform a political conflict into a legal conflict. The rule of law can't be used to silence the 
wishes of the people, and that's why we can't accept this kind of behaviour from an EU member 
state. Finally, we support the Catalan people in their wish for independence. 
 

N-VA in Flemish and federal Belgian government 

EFA Youth is happy to report that the Nieuw-Vlaamse 
Alliantie (N-VA), mother party of EFAy member Jong N-
VA, succeeded in taking its place in both the Flemish and 
federal Belgian government. The N-VA has 3 members 
of parliament below 30 years of age, a fact which EFAy 
naturally fully supports. The N-VA now has 43 out of 124 
seats in the Flemish parliament and 33 out of 150 seats 

in federal parliament. In Belgium, one can only vote for candidates of one’s own region in the 
Federal elections, meaning that the N-VA obtained its 33 seats in Flanders and Brussels only, a 
great achievement. 
 
 
Do you wish to share your news with our other parties? Contact the EFAy secretariat through 

the information below! 

European Free Alliance Youth 
Boomkwekerijstraat 1/4 
BE-1000 Brussels 
office@efay.eu 
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