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1. A Democratic Europe for ALL Peoples 

 

  

The last five years have proven eventful in Europe. Since the last European elections in 

2014, the EU has faced crises that will have long lasting effects on the history of our Union. 5 

Brexit, the migrant crisis, and the situation in Catalonia are just some examples that have 

changed citizens’ perception of the EU and what they expect from it. In this first chapter of 

our manifesto, we will focus on what could be considered the key issue for the European 

Free Alliance youth: self-determination, which inevitably needs to lead to a more democratic 

Europe. 10 

 

The right of self-determination has been exercised within and has been recognised by the 

European Union, of which the 2014 Scottish referendum is the best example. However, the 

EU still fails to provide a framework for European stateless nations to exercise their right to 

self-determination, especially for cases when the central states refuse or repress the 15 

accomplishment of that right. The European Union is not yet a finished project, with some 

states being considered as candidates, or potential candidates for membership; 

nonetheless, the EU seems obstinate on not allowing the Union to grow within itself. 

 

The European Union still is a “states’ club”, where most policy is dictated by  state 20 

governments, and where the  biggest states have an unfair influence over the common 

interests of the EU. Cultural and political nations are not taken into consideration and the 

collective rights of these groups are disregarded by most decision-taking bodies of the 

European Union. We need to move away from a Union  of states, into a “Europe of the 

Peoples” that fully represents the true diversity of our continent. 25 

 

The current framework leaves little or no role for those institutions closer to the European 

citizens, namely, regions and local councils. The EU and its institutions are very distant for 

most citizens, and the bureaucratisation and complexity of most EU bodies  make them 

seem too irrelevant and unappealing for citizens to feel represented by them. The European 30 

Parliament has huge potential to become a truly representative body to which citizens can 

relate, but it is clear that Member States do not want to yield any more power to more 

democratic and representative institutions. 

 

  35 

PROPOSALS:  

 

 

1.1 Self Determination 

 40 

We would like to introduce a European framework that grants the right to self-

determination to any European nation that requests it, and that makes the EU a 

mediating body between those parties involved. 
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We also encourage the European Union to mediate on ongoing self-determination 

related issues, such as the Catalan case. 

Likewise, the “Barroso doctrine” should be discarded, and a new directive for internal 

enlargement must be created. 

 5 

The EU should welcome and support any initiative to re-join or maintain its 

membership from any devolved administration that wishes to do so, notably, in the 

case of all the nations in the British State, after the triggering of Article 50 by the  UK 

government. 

 10 

1.2 Regionalism 

 

EU regions should play a larger role on EU politics, in order to bring the bodies that 

are closer to the citizens into the decision-making process of the European Union. 

 15 

We call for a redefinition of the Committee of Regions in order to create a full 

functioning body. The CoR should be given legislative powers in those fields where 

the European regions have already powers. 

 

The principle of subsidiarity should prevail at all times, from EU institutions down to 20 

local bodies. This entails that issues should be dealt at the level where its 

implementation takes place. 

 

1.3 Minorities protection 

 25 

Collectives rights of cultural and political minorities should be protected by the 

European Union. The EU should be equally strict with current members, as it is with 

prospective members, who after joining face little scrutiny over minority protection. 

 

Protection of minorities should be extended to any minority that is facing 30 

discrimination, regardless of their origin or their cultural heritage. The EU should fight 

against all sort of discrimination against migrants and newcomers.  

 

We call specifically for the dignification of the Roma people and appreciation of its 

cultural contribution of Europe. The EU should intervene in all Member States that 35 

criminalise and harass Roma people. 

 

The European Parliament should consider the idea of “minority seats”, a system 

already implemented in several Member States, as a way to represent minorities 

that, due to their short numbers, cannot achieve representation through single-40 

constituency states. 

 

All the measures presented in the “Minority Safepack” initiative should be enacted 

into EU policy. 
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1.4 Democratic deficit 

  

The EU must grow stronger, and in our view, it will only do so if it is fully legitimised 

through a more democratic process, limiting the power of member states, and giving 5 

the European Parliament full legislative powers.  

 

The European Union should also reduce its democratic deficit by giving the 

Parliament the competence to elect the President of the Commission and the 

capacity to propose legislative initiatives, and by increasing the transparency of the 10 

decisions taken by all intergovernmental bodies, such as the European Council and 

the Council. 

 

More EU-wide direct democracy initiatives should also be put in place. 

 15 

1.5 Foreign Relations 

 

The European Union should develop a solid and unified foreign policy based on the 

principles of democracy, rejection of violence as a method for conflict solution, and 

respect of Human Rights. The EU should also make effective steps towards the 20 

recognition of Palestine, Kurdistan and the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic. 

 

The European Union should consider creating its own defence group, moving away 

from NATO and creating a new peacekeeping force, while committing itself to not 

intervening unilaterally , and only following UN mandates. 25 

 

 

  

 

  30 



4 
 

2. A green and prosperous Europe:  

 

 

For decades, Europe has been a model of freedom and social rights. Social inclusion, 

progress, solidarity, security, and equity have been constitutive elements of the so-called 5 

“European social model”. In contrast to the “American way of life” it holds the promise of 

intergenerational mobility, which indicates opportunity for children to move beyond their 

social origins.  

 

For the first time, our generation will have worse living standards than their parents. Thus, in 10 

comparison to the pre-crisis period, social inequalities have widened. Whilst high rents 

continue growing, lower rents stagnate. Salaries are continuing to represent a lower share of 

the Gross Domestic product, and lower salaries fall below the consumer price index. 

 

The European Social model also includes a spatial dimension. Territorial keynesianism was 15 

used to promote economic growth in the less developed regions, reducing the social gap 

between richer and poorer regions. Nevertheless the advent and the spread of neoliberal 

policies has fostered the phenomenon of metropolisation. Now fewer territories account for a 

larger relative proportion of the population and economic activity, creating a system of 

winners and losers. Thus, the effects of this phenomenon are bigger in highly centralised 20 

countries were the capital accounts for most of the investments. 

 

Finally, the massive consumption of resources, following an economic model based on profit 

and not sustainability, is leading our world to an inevitable breaking point. Europe must lead 

the way in making the transition to a new green economy.  25 

 

 

PROPOSALS 

 

 30 

2.1 Social inequalities 

 

We want to push for positive integration regarding working conditions, social 

protection and fiscal harmonisation. The creation of a common market should be 

increasingly followed by the creation of a common social protection system that takes 35 

on board the most successful models in the continent. 

 

We are also committed with  strengthening the welfare state model across the EU: all 

states in the union should move towards a free healthcare system. Additionally, as 

we are completely aware of the role of primary, secondary and high education as the 40 

fundamental way for young people to break social barriers, we believe in a high-

quality but free educational system at all levels that provides opportunities for all. 
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The promotion of cooperatives and other social economy instruments is highly 

important in order to facilitate the self-managing of personnel and resources. 

 

Social and fiscal dumping within the EU should be stopped. Economic competition 

must be produced in an equality of conditions and should not be transformed into a 5 

race to the bottom. 

 

2.2 Territorial inequalities 

 

The EU should pursue the development of keynesian policies aiming to promote a 10 

deeper territorial equilibrium. It should break with the metropolisation dynamics that 

foster inequalities in geographical terms. 

 

We stand for the promotion of decentralisation of transport policies in order to 

increase access to rural, peripheral, and disadvantaged regions. At the same time, 15 

the expansion of the telecommunications, specially optical fiber network towards rural 

and less advantaged regions should also be developed. 

 

We aim to increase the promotion and support of local economies, giving rural and 

deprived areas new tools to develop and invest in local communities, which would 20 

provide opportunities for young people. 

 

2.3 Environment 

 

The creation of a Green New Deal, including long-term investment policies aiming to 25 

promote an industrial transformation towards environmental goals should be 

promoted. This should should suppose a meaningful paradigm change towards a 

sustainable future. 

 

The EU should evolve towards a nuclear-free Europe. It should increase funds to 30 

boost renewable energies while banning fracking and gradually divesting in carbon 

as a source of energy. 

 

Self-consumption of energy and reducing the distance between production and 

consumption centres is crucial. Likewise, the consumption of season vegetables and 35 

bringing closer production and consumption points should also be fostered. 

 

We need also to promote the densification of cities while reducing urban sprawl. 

European wide policies should be put in place in order to revitalise urban and villages 

centres. 40 
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3. An open and intercultural Europe  

 

 

Europe is very rich in cultures and identities, and this must be regarded as a strength rather 5 

than a weakness. Each country and each region is composed by many diverse peoples, 

which is the very nature of our continent.  

 

Unfortunately, situations when one of these groups finds itself  as a  minority in relation to 

another dominant culture within a Member State commonly arise. One of the main tasks of 10 

the European Union should be to push for the solution of  inequalities among minority 

groups. Currently there exist unrecognised minorities in many European states (this is even 

more striking when we compare EU and non-EU countries), and it is up to us to act to tackle 

this injustice. One clear example of this is that of the Roma people. Widespread around 

Europe, they face racism and misunderstanding around the continent, a situation that must 15 

be tackled. 

 

That applies to languages as well. Languages are probably the clearest example of how 

culturally rich Europe is, with a multitude of languages spoken, which is growing constantly 

with all the new European citizens that are arriving, particularly from Asia and Africa. The 20 

complete respect to all languages spoken across our continent must be one of the basis of 

Europe and the EU, as well as for those spoken by new minorities coming from immigration. 

This can only be understood as an enrichment of Europe, and gives place to more space for 

interculturality among our nations.  

 25 

Nevertheless, we are also witnessing a real threat to Human Rights and democracy  as a 

reaction to this multiculturality, embodied by the authoritarian and far-right politics that are 

growing in many European states. Examples can be found in Hungary (Jobbik), Poland 

(PiS), Italy (LN) or France (FN), amongst many others. The main goal of such parties and 

movements is to attack the most fundamental basis of the societies that we represent, such 30 

as the respect and welcoming to all ethnicities and minority groups. As a consequence of 

their simplistic and populist approach, we are also seeing a shift to the far-right from 

mainstream conservative parties (such as the Conservative Party in the UK or the Popular 

Party in Spain). The far-right is a clear enemy of self-determination movements around 

Europe. The rise of the far right in Europe is a phenomenon that we must urgently work 35 

together to stop. 

 

 

PROPOSALS 

 40 

 

3.1 Language 
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We stand for the inclusion of all European regional and minority languages as official 

languages in the EU. Promotion of the translation of all official communications to 

these languages should be permitted. 

 

We urge all Member States to sign the European Charter for Regional and Minority 5 

Languages. 

 

We stand for a linguistic exchange of minority and regional languages among 

migrants and refugees in order to promote their social inclusion and foster cultural 

understanding.  10 

 

3.2 New minorities 

 

The very notion of state citizenship should be re-discussed in a more inclusive way in 

order to allow the incorporation of linguistic minorities as well as migrants and 15 

refugees. 

 

Frequent contact and cultural exchanges between schools and neighbours and 

migrant communities should be implemented in order to ensure common 

understanding and cultural communication. 20 

 

3.3 Defense of Human Rights 

 

The EU should act in cases in which fundamental democratic rights of European 

citizens are suppressed, even in cases where this suppression is done by EU-friendly 25 

governments. Internal affairs are also common affairs. 

 

The European Court of Human Rights should have its role strengthened to actively 

monitor and supervise as an Ombudsman on the breaches of Human Rights by 

Member States. 30 

 

We demand a European common and effective policy on the distribution of asylum 

seekers. European Member States should not avoid their responsibilities when the 

life conditions and safety of human lives are concerned. The European Union should 

have a fairer and more effective quota system for asylum seekers relocation. 35 

 

We stand for the closure of all migrant detention centres in Europe. Temporary 

centres cannot become permanent prisons. 

 

We call to stop the externalisation of security in EU borders. We cannot externalise 40 

our border policies to states that do not act in line with basic  Human Rights 

standards. The European Union should have the capability of managing its own 

borders. 
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The creation of safe passages for refugees entering the EU, preventing the 

intermediation of mafias and ensuring real and effective welcoming policies in all 

Member States for migrants, are to be put in place. 

 

We urge to all Member States to sign the Marrakech Convention on Migration. 5 

 

3.4 Fight against the far-right 

 

The EU should implement transnational education programs against racism and 

xenophobia at the same time that people is educated to live in an intercultural 10 

environment. 

 

All the democratic parties should make a ‘cordon sanitaire’ against the far-right 

parties preventing them from profiting from the democratic institutions for 

undemocratic purposes. The EU must control far-right movements in order to 15 

guarantee that equality is achieved in all its forms. Our group, the Greens-EFA has to 

lead this cause in the European Parliament. 

 

 

 20 
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4. A Europe for Young People    

 

 

The inclusion of young people must be a central part of the values of the EU. For this, it is 

necessary to strengthen youth policies in all EU states and regions, as well as in EU 5 

institutions, finding ways to increase youth participation at all levels. 

 

Nevertheless, we still see that youth policies are neglected in the EU budget. Moreover, 

austerity measures have had a strong impact on social policies, a fact that has brought more 

unemployment and inequality, both of which have a specific and detrimental impact on 10 

young people. 

 

Another area in which the EU must improve is the participation of young people in decision-

making processes and spaces. The youth of Europe has to be an active participant of the 

EU and its institutions. There is a considerable gap between youth policies and the projects 15 

promoted by institutions dedicated to youth issues and the young people who are their 

recipient.  

 

Finally, the EU has to apply new policies on the mobility of youngsters across and out of 

Europe. There still exists a clear difficulty for young people to move to countries outside of 20 

the EU and this should be approached in the years to come. Young people also experience 

several difficulties when applying for Erasmus+ projects, which is an issue that must be 

solved. 

 

 25 

PROPOSALS 

 

 

4.1 Education 

 30 

We propose to increase the Erasmus+ budget to up to 15% of the MFF. In order to 

raise awareness of other realities at the international level and to promote the 

European project, we propose to increase international school exchanges and 

promote them from the primary school. We also stand for the implementation of free 

training courses on European projects and opportunities, in order to make sure that 35 

they reach all the young people across Europe. 

 

Regarding NFE, we promote an inclusive education with young people with needs 

(NEETs . A method for recognition of skills acquired with NFE by both civil society 

and employers should be implemented. At the same time, the budget for NFE should 40 

be increased. 

 

We also push for the implementation of a school level toolkit, including general 

information on politics and elections, citizenship, and the European project. Mock 
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elections, student councils and other ways of promoting democratic involvement of 

youngsters should be implemented from secondary school level. 

 

4.2 Work 

 5 

The EU needs to tackle youth unemployment in Europe with new policies and should 

increase funds dedicated to the Youth Guarantee. 

 

Non-formal education should be promoted on all levels. Non-formal education skills 

and volunteering should be dignified and included in the CV standards. Additionally, 10 

a "label" or standardised identification system should be introduced for companies 

that recognise volunteering and non-formal education learning. 

 

Regarding formal education, its harmonisation with the job market should be 

strengthened through contacts between employers and students in universities. 15 

Nevertheless, university degrees should not be considered only by capitalistic 

criteria. We should protect those studies that are culturally relevant for our society. 

 

A European vision of the working system should be designed in order to end with the 

country of origin principle. All workers working in a certain country should follow the 20 

labour rules of that country. We should promote the participation of young workers in 

Erasmus policies, not only  students. 

 

4.3 Housing 

 25 

In many of our regions and cities there has currently been an active policy in order to 

avoid evictions and people left with no shelter. We should aim for the creation and 

enlargement of public housing systems. Additionally, from those houses, some of 

them should be reserved for young people or at least, the youth perspective should 

be taken into consideration for housing policies. 30 

 

We also stand against the eviction of people from their homes and we call for 

dialogue and the role of associations in order to find a common agreement to avoid 

them. 

 35 

 

4.4 Participation 

 

The European elections’ minimum age threshold to vote should be lowered to 16 

years old. 40 

 

For all the European policies, young people should be involved in their decision-

making processes. The youth-led European Youth Forum and other youth 
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organisations, as the voice of young people in Europe, should be part of the design, 

monitoring and implementation of policies. The same must go for the student unions 

regarding educational policies. All youth policies and programmes need to be 

communicated in a easily understandable and accessible way for young people. 

 5 

The EU should also strengthen youth participation through the EU Structured 

Dialogue on youth.  

 

Youth-led spaces to debate youth issues should be created in all European Member 

States (and if possible, in all regions as well). Initiatives such as Youth Councils, 10 

Youth Parliaments and regional and national Student Councils should be fostered 

and properly sustained by the EU. 

 

Young peoples should be informed and encouraged to participate in associations, 

volunteer experiences and political parties.  15 

 

4.5 Mobility 

 

In order to erase barriers to mobility present in national legislations towards third-

country nationals (e.g. visas, residence permits, recognition of study periods abroad), 20 

all facilities in the international programmes should be put in place by the European 

Union. Furthermore, the equal opportunities of European citizens at the college level 

should not suppose a blatant discrimination of third-country nationals in terms of 

fees, bureaucracy, recognition etc. 


