
  

Name of the person introducing the declaration: Marta Rosique

On behalf of the party: Joventuts d’Esquerra Republicana

Declaration: Against fascism and far right in the Spanish State

Fascism and the far right are raising in the Spanish State. After Franco’s death in 1975, the so
called transition took place, and lasted until 1982. But Franco’s fascism actually never left the
Spanish State. Today, we are still seeing how fascism and intolerant ideas are whitewashed
by the Partido Popular (Popular Party), Ciudadanos (the Citizens party) and main Spanish
mass media. This is something that deeply worries us and that we, EFAy, will  insistently
fight.

This already mentioned whitewashing is something that we know and we’ve seen before in
history,  something  that  has  always  taken  place  as  a  resource  of  power  and  a  sybilline
strategy of taking advantage of the ones that are not aware of true intentions, which only
leads to a rise of fascism and intolerant ideas, and a veiled outrage to democracy. We’re
currently seeing this around Europe, with the rise of the Front National in France, Northern
League in Italy, Party for Freedom in Holland, Freedom Party of Austria, Golden Dawn in
Greece or Alternative in Germany. 

After a terrifying rise of fascism during the 20th century, it is yet again gaining power and
support. We have seen the anti democratic nature of the Spanish State with the trials on the
nine  Catalan  political  prisoners,  along  with  three  other  former  Catalan  Ministers.  The
unfairness  and  injustice  of  these  trials  is  evident  and  self-explanatory:  they  are  being
accused  for  organising  a  referendum  and  let  the  Catalan  people  speak  their  minds  and
decide their own future. 

But why does this happen if we are aware of it? The Spanish State is a state soaked with
francoism. The Spanish Constitution was written under the francoist military’s eye, who were
looking for (and actually achieved) to ensure the impunity of the crimes committed in the
Spanish State during fourty years, as well as a monarchy and a centralisation of the State.
What’s more, the Popular Party itself was founded by former ministers of the dictatorship,
who never repudiated of the coup d’état in the 18th of July of 1936 nor of the dictatorship. All
the  police,  judges,  military  and  torturers  that  during  years  reprimanded  the  democratic
opposition, enjoyed a successful career in the public administration during the 80s and 90s
with no one, not ever, demanding responsibility for their acts. Still today, most of them alive,
are enjoying generous pensions, without ever going to court. The most prominent case is the
one of Billy el Niño (Billy the Kid), one of the most feared torturers of the francoist police.



  
Over the last few months, the far right party Vox has become one of the main actors of the
Spanish political arena. In 2013, Vox was assumed to become the most radical wing of the
Popular Party, with politicians close to the prior president José María Aznar, and also some
party members and openly fascist groups. The party had a scarce success during its first
years of political activity, and another failure relating the Spanish far right was predicted.
However, they used the political situation in Catalonia as a way to show their determination
to fight for the unity of the Spanish state and became more popular. Media gave them space
to speak up and the socialist  party of  the Spanish State was not capable to give a clear
response to the situation in Catalonia and to give an answer to the main problems of the
working class. All these aspects together allowed the far right party to become a relevant
actor today.

Furthermore, their link with the so-called political parties of the centre right, Popular Party
and the Citizens party, allows them to become a key actor. The three parties are currently
governing  Andalucia  and  there  are  high  chances  that  they  govern  together  in  other
institutions.

Vox  suggests  the  illegalisation  of  pro  independence  political  parties,  permanently
disqualifies autonomies and the coofficiality of catalan, basque and galician, advocates for
the derogation of  laws against  gender  violence and of  historical  memory and requests a
mass deportation of irregular  immigrants.  This party is qualified as a right wing party by
some of the biggest Spanish mass media. This is, without a doubt, a whitewashing operation
of fascism with the aim of giving VOX a central paper in the Spanish politics.

Concern about the fascistisation, we consider all democratic forces should unite in order to
stop the whitewashing of fascism and commit to fight these intolerant ideas in defence of
democracy, diversity and the right of self-determination for all peoples.

Like our ancestors said more than 80 years ago, NO PASARÁN!

For all the exposed, we demand:

 The creation of a campaign that attacks the fascist speeches during the European
Elections Campaign.

 The creation of an alliance with other youth platforms who defend democracy in order
to give a common response to fascism. 


