
  

Name of the person introducing the declaration: Marta Rosique

On behalf of the party: Joventuts d’Esquerra Republicana

Declaration: Free Catalan Political Prisoneers and end of repression in Catalonia

On the 1st October of 2017 a referendum of independence was celebrated in Catalonia. This 
was organised by the Catalan Government, and applied and defended by the people. The 
Spanish government spent the previous months trying to stop it and deny that it would ever 
happen. On that day, they sent the Spanish paramilitary police against peaceful voters. This 
came after years of grassroot mobilisations in favour of independence, after the referendum 
on the 9th of November 2014, and several elections to create new mandates for the Parliament
and Government. 

The consequence for this referendum has been incarceration of two grassroot movement 
leaders (Jordi Sánchez and Jordi Cuixart) and 7 politicians, from Esquerra Republicana de 
Catalunya (including our president, Oriol Junqueras) and PDeCAT, along with much 
repression and police detentions of several other people (mostly activists of the 
independence movement). Also, 7 politicians and one activist are in exile throughout Europe: 
five in Belgium, two in Switzerland and one in Scotland.

Jordi Sanchez and Jordi Cuixart stand accused of sedition due to the mobilisations of the 
20th of September. All incarcerated members of the Government stand accused of sedition, 
rebellion and misuse of funds for organising the referendum. Carme Forcadell, former speaker
of the Catalan Parliament, stands accused of rebellion and sedition. Any of those charges 
can imply many years of prison.

The injustice and unfairness of those trials is evident to us. They should not be judged for 
respecting democracy, moreover when the mandate of the Catalan people was clear. We 
strongly believe that the sentence for those trials is already written, being the Spanish justice
completely allied with the political and status quo class ruling Spain. 

The signatory organizations demand above all:

1. The immediate release of all the prisoners.

2. The safe return of all the exiled to the Catalan Countries

3. The end of the repression in the shape of detentions or any other form.


