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Declaration: For a listening to the democratic need in the French Republic

The "yellow vest" crisis, which began in 2018, is the sign of a French society in a state of 
uncertainty and suffocated by a state that does not respond to the democratic expectations 
and major challenges that are preparing for the 21st century.

Thousands of citizens from all walks of life have maintained an unprecedented movement for 
months to simply demand the right to live with dignity. Whether it is through a standard of 
living that continues to deteriorate despite the efforts regularly requested. Whether it is for 
real progress for the protection of the environment instead of just announcements or an ever 
stronger desire for true democratic liberation.

Faced with this, the state remains arched on its old Jacobin principles and its vertical 
philosophy. To all the demands of these thousands of citizens, the authorities respond only 
by denial, arrogance, provocation, guilt and the effects of sterile announcements.

Instead of responding to expectations, we are witnessing an ideological and authoritarian 
retrenchment of the Government. Security laws are being promulgated or are in the process 
of being promulgated, such as the one on "fakes news", which reduces the possibility of 
alternative information and highlights more "official" information. The "anti-breakers" law, 
the application of which immediately affected the freedom to demonstrate through arbitrary 
arrests of people with nothing to blame, extraordinarily strict standards going so far as to use
swimming goggles or an anti-pollution mask to protect themselves like category A weapons, 
etc.

The result is, on the one hand, to increase tension between demonstrators and police forces,
to increase the feeling of authoritarianism on the part of the state and to encourage many 
people not to go to demonstrations for fear of being arrested and convicted without the 
possibility of demonstrating their pacifism or for fear of being wounded by overarmed police 
forces compared to our European neighbours. 



  
Tension between demonstrators and police forces is constantly increasing, with the state 
regularly maintaining the latter, which causes sections of society to oppose each other, 
despite the fact that there are many common struggles. This ongoing blurring helps to 
highlight extremist demonstrators who do not hesitate to use violence and propagate racist 
messages. It is however a very small minority but which attract most of the spotlights helping
to undermine the credibility of the movement. In addition, the police are committing 
numerous blunders, causing a number of serious injuries that have not been seen in several 
decades. The number of limbs and eyes ripped out is in the hundreds and the lives of so 
many people are forever turned upside down. 

To seem to be giving the change, the Government has set up major debates throughout 
France to raise the aspirations of the French. And yet, the government confirms that it will 
not change its line, making these debates sterile for many citizens.

In the light of these facts, the EFAy deplores the French state's clear desire to maintain 
tensions in the population, for which it is responsible.  Democratic will is strongly demanded
and its last ones must be heard and implemented.

                            


